
 

Messenger The  April 2013 

Festival of God’s Creation 
Sunday, April 21, 2013 

 

We gather to greet the new day by praising God. 

God created us for relationship with Him, one  

another, and the earth. 

We seek to care for our brothers and sisters around 

the world and to care  for God’s good Creation. 

Let us honor those relationships today and 

every day. 

May we commit to new ways of honoring your 

Creation as a means of sharing Jesus’ transforming love, 

And let us seek God’s grace, justice and mercy 

for all.  Amen. 



 

Honeybees have a highly developed social structure. A beehive may house as many as 80,000 
bees, each of which performs a specialized duty. Some are forager bees, which fly great distances to 

collect food. The guard bees protect the hive entrance from intruders. The scout bees keep the hive 
alert to opportunities and dangers in the outside world. A few bees serve as undertakers, responsi-

ble for removing dead bodies from the hive. Others are water collectors. They bring in moisture to regu-
late the hive’s humidity. Some are plasterers, which make a cement-like substance to repair the hive. The 

scent fanners station themselves at the hive entrance and blow the scent outward so that disoriented bees 
can locate their home base.  

The Bible illustrates this “beehive principle” several times. In the Old Testament, Moses is 
overcome by the burdens of his office and appoints others to help him. In the New Testament, 
Paul says to the church at Corinth that there are varieties of gifts, varieties of service, and va-
rieties of working, each inspired by God for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:5). In both 1 
Peter 4:10 and 1 Corinthians 12:7, we see that these gifts are given not only to clergy. Every 
Christian has received gifts and has a role to play in the beehive of God’s kingdom (adapted 
from The Vital Congregation by Herb Miller, Abingdon Press, 1990). 

Leadership is the key to success whether of an organism or organization, whether it is a bee-
hive or a church. If the church is to make a difference in the world, every one of its members must act 
and think like leaders. Leadership is not for the few and the special. Whether leadership comes natu-
rally or is an acquired talent, every Christian must come to terms with it. A biblical style of lead-
ership and language of leadership must become prevalent in the church. 

Leaders are servants first of all. The only gospel passage in which Jesus summed up his 
ministry in a single sentence defined leadership in terms of service: The Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve (Matthew 20:28). Jesus did not define his ministry in terms of ruling over oth-
ers, but serving others. Think of us in this way, Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 4:1, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of God’s mysteries. The best definition of a Christian leader is as a follower or a servant. A 
Christian leader is one who follows Christ, and in the name of Christ serves the needs of the world. 

Servant leaders in the church live out this biblical principle. They recognize that God has given 
each of us special gifts. No Christian “has it all,” but every Christian has a part of it all! Working to-
gether, they can do all God calls the church to do and be. 

In the Old Testament, the shepherd boy David became Israel’s greatest king. The Bible is honest 
 in portraying David with his struggles, moral failures and family turmoil. Still, he was a successful 
 leader. Why? His final words near the end of his life tell the story: The spirit of the Lord speaks 

through me, his word is upon my tongue (2 Samuel 23:2). The first requirement for leadership is 
 to have been touched and called by God’s Spirit. This means leaders are not born or made. True 

biblical leadership is not a skill or a technique or a body of knowledge that one hones and then 
practices. To be called by God to lead in some way is to have been chosen by God’s Spirit regardless 

 of whether you think you are able or not. Of course you and I are not 
able. None of us is. But we have a God who is able. In the words of the 
former Oakland Raiders coach John Madden, “Don’t worry about the 

horses being blind. Load up the wagon.” God uses even the likes of you 
and me to show God’s glory and to proclaim God’s truth, beauty and good-
ness. 

When it comes to true biblical leadership there is one perfect leadership 
role model you can trust, and his name is Jesus.  Next month we will ponder 
further thoughts on the “beehive principle” of leadership when we consider Je-
sus as our leadership role model. 

The Beehive Principle 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

Several weeks ago, I was privileged to be a part of WUMC’s mission trip to Honduras.  Our fifteen person 
team, many of us church members, spent a week in the coastal village of Limon.  We hung out with kids 
from the orphanage supported by Leonarda’s Home of Hope; we saw patients, counted pills, and filed records 
in the clinic where we stayed; and we did some construction work in the escuelita, the “little school” or meet-
ing place next door to the clinic. 

I’ve traveled enough before that I wasn’t shocked by the conditions and the poverty we encountered in 
Limon—though it is always humbling to be reminded of how much I consider “necessary” that others find a 
way to live without.  But no matter how many mission trips I’ve been on, each new experience has a way of 
stretching me.  On this trip we all had to adjust to different working conditions, a different language, different 
ideas of time.  I was part of the group that planned games and lessons for the kids from the orphanage, and 
it seemed each time we planned a lesson, something came up to change our plans at the last minute.  Our 
American culture, more than many others, is a culture of planning ahead—and yet we had to be ready to 
wing it. 

I led a women’s Bible study two days out of the week at two different churches in Limon.  I was sup-
posed to have a translator, because even though I speak some Spanish, I’m not quite conversational yet.  
But on the day of the first Bible study, I found Mario, my would-be translator, busy helping with construction 
work.  “Corina will help you,” he said, referring to one of the clinic employees who was attending the Bible 
study.  I asked Corina if she would translate for me.  “Oh, no,” she said. 

“All right,” I said, and told the women there to please, please speak very slowly. 

And they did.  And when I couldn’t understand them, Corina helped by restating things in slower, clearer 
Spanish.  When I didn’t have the words to say what I meant to say, the women helped me find them.  And 
we had Bible study—a good discussion of some parables, completely in Spanish.  In mission, we step out of 
the places and rhythms and even the words we trust, and we meet Jesus there, and discover that with God’s 
help we can do things we didn’t think we could. 

In the afternoons when we did activities with the orphans in the escuelita, other kids from the village of-
ten gathered to watch.  They were with mothers waiting in line for the clinic next door, or they were simply 
playing on their own.  We were there for the orphans, to show them the love and individual attention they so 
rarely get—and yet, the village kids who gathered around hardly seemed any better off.  They needed love 
and attention, too.  They were hungry, too.  They needed basic education and medical care and nutrition, 
too.  It’s wonderful to see what Leonarda, who runs the orphanage, has done for the kids in her care.  They 
are clean and neat, had fewer dental issues, go to school and are made to do their homework.  Some of the 
other kids in Limon might live with their families, but in many ways they are no better off than Leonarda’s 
kids. 

Seeing that certainly didn’t make time with the orphans less valuable, but it did remind me how limited 
the contribution is that we are often able to make.  For every kid you hug, others go unhugged.  For every 
tooth our dentist pulled at the clinic, there were people who went untreated, or people who will develop 
problems this week now that we’re gone.  Sometimes realizing that can leave us feeling frozen.  We don’t 
know how to really help.  We don’t know what will do any good.  We don’t know how to respond to all the 
pain we see in the world. 

But as Mother Teresa (supposedly) said, “If you can’t feed a hundred people, just feed one.”  In a sense, 
it’s also liberating to realize how little we can do.  It frees us from the pressure of hav-
ing to change the world.  It frees us from feeling frozen and lets us give a hug, teach 
a lesson, serve a meal, pull a tooth.  And those things make a difference.  And if we 
all do something, all those somethings make a big difference. 

Mission, I believe, teaches us to see and respond to the pain in this world in 
new ways—so that it’s not just something we do in another country once a year, 
but something that becomes part of who we are. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
April 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, April 2, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  Our guest 
speaker will be Tressell Carter from CASA on “Abused and Neglected Children.”  A brown 
bag Lunch will follow. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, April 2, at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.  We 
will finish reading/discussing “Talking with God in Old Age.” 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, April 3, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  The guest 
speaker will be the Rev. Jeanne Forrest who will speak on “Happiness.” 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, April 8 (note this change from regular 1st Monday meet-
ing), at 9:30 a.m. in the church den.  Capt. Steven Humphries, Williamsburg Police De-
partment, will speak on “Caring for the Community:  Safety Issues.” 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, April 8, at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  Decisions will be made 
on what part of the November 9 Bazaar the circle would like to do.  There will be discus-
sion about several ideas for projects to do for the Leonarda’s Home of Hope as it gets 
ready to move into its new home in the fall. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, April 8, at 10:30 a.m. in the ballroom of Windsor 
Meade Hall.  At 11:00 a.m. our speaker, Kay Barré, Minister of Congregational Care at 
WUMC, who will share her mission. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, April 9, at 1:00 p.m. in the church den.  The speaker will 
be our new Associate Director of Music Ministries, Lou-Anne Smith. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  Our guest speaker 
will be our own Sandy van Leliveld who will share her experiences when she went with 
our youth group to Zimbabwe, Africa. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, April 16, at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg 
Landing Main Building. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

WUMW Candle Burning – Saturday, April 20, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW Local Board Meeting – Monday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 

call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Candle Burning Ceremony & First General 
Meeting for 2013 

 

Saturday, April 20, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will host a candle burning ceremony 
on Saturday, April 20.  This time of coming together is an opportunity to honor and 
remember friends and family who are special to us in different ways.  Your donations 
will allow our candle to burn one second for each $0.60 donated.  ALL donations sup-
port UMW World Wide Missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, share 
a litany, hear a mission update and a Response moment. 

Please join us for our first WUMW General Meeting this year.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
you may still donate to this worthwhile cause, and your special friends or family member's name will be in-
cluded with the others that will be honored and remembered at the ceremony.  Forms are available from cir-
cle leaders, Elane Strange, or the church office, and will be in the church bulletin March 31, April 7, and April 
14.  Attach contributions to the form and leave them in the Candle Burning box in the church office by April 
15. 

If you would like to display a picture of the people that you are honoring or remembering, please contact 
Bonnie Brothers (258-0940) or bring the pictures the morning of the ceremony. 

Light refreshments will be served at the ceremony. 

If you have questions, contact Elane Strange (220-8414). 

UMW Silent 
Auction  

This is the year for the 
United Methodist Women’s Bi-
Annual Bazaar which will be 
held on Saturday, November 
9.  A favorite part of the bazaar is the 
Silent Auction.  If you have a business and would be 
willing to donate an item for the auction table, we 
would be most appreciative.  Or if anyone could do-
nate a special service such as sewing, doing taxes, 
respite care time, babysitting, personal shopper, 
baking or any other creative skill that others would 
like to “purchase,” we would appreciate that as 
well.  We would also be happy to receive an 
“exquisite” item you no longer want.  All the pro-
ceeds from the bazaar go to support UMW mission 
projects in the United States and around the world.   

Contact Debbie Lewis (ladydebralee@cox.net 
or 253-0626) for donations.  Blessings to all and 
many thanks in advance! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:ladydebralee@cox.net


 

Youth Ministry News 

Middle School Mission Trip 

Sunday, July 14 to Saturday, July 20 

The Jeremiah Project (JP) has served the communities around Winches-
ter, VA and Romney, WV, providing a home-repair ministry that is unique in 
that the participants are middle school students. Students are placed into 
work teams for the week and perform various home repairs for the elderly, 
low income, and those living with physical and mental disabilities. In addition 
to the physical service, JP also provides a “ministry of presence” to its clients 
and introduces students to the experience of Christian mission.   Our 2013 
JP Team will spend the week with the Winchester project.  

Youth Sunday is April 21 

On this day, the youth in grades 6-12 will lead the congregation in worship at 
both the 8:15 a.m. and the 11:00 a.m. services.  If your child would like to partici-
pate, contact Barbara Monteith (253-7595 or bgmonteith@verizon.net). 

High School Mission Trip 

Sunday, July 28 to Saturday, August 3 

Williamsburg UMC has a long history of offering exciting and meaningful summer 
mission opportunities for youth.  This year we continue this tradition with a week at 
the Center for Student Missions (CSM) in Washington, DC.  What makes this mission 
unique? First, you live in the city – experiencing firsthand the sights, sounds, smells, 
and textures of urban life.  You also eat at local ethnic restaurants and discover the 
delights of Salvadorian, Middle Eastern, Filipino, African-American, and other cuisine. 
Second, you learn about the city – unique issues and problems that city dwellers face 
and what God is doing to foster and further His Kingdom in the city, through the or-
ganizations that operate on the front lines of urban ministry. Third, you become part of the solutions for the 
city – by offering your time, energy and sweat as you support indigenous ministry sites. CSM plugs youth into 
a variety of hands-on ministry opportunities to ensure that time in the city is spent supplying substantive help 
to God’s people in the city.   

For more information regarding the following mission trips,  
contact Rev. Kay Barré (229-1771 or kbarre@williamsburgumc.org). 

Stephen Ministry 
We all need a concerned, caring friend at difficult times in our lives.  A Stephen Minister can listen and 

care for you or for someone you know who is going through a tough time. 

mailto:bgmonteith@verizon.net
mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org


 

Angels Among Us – 

Senior Pastor’s Bible 

Study 
Do angels exist?  Are they acting on our lives even 

today?  How can we recognize their presence?  In 
this three-week course we will explore what the Bi-
ble teaches about angels, how these views compare 

to ways that angels are portrayed 
today, and how knowing what the 

Bible teaches about angels can 
help us strengthen our walk with 
God.  

Join us on Wednesday 
evenings, April 3, 10 and 17 at 
7:00 p.m. and on Thursday 

mornings, April 4, 11, and 18 at 
10:30 a.m. for this provoca-
tive study. 

Adult Classes 
World Religions Class (Room 101) will con-

tinue with the Adam Hamilton program on "World 
Religions."  Our focus for the spring will be on 
"Christianity." 

Searchers Class (Room 171) will conclude 
Adam Hamilton’s book on April 7 and then resume 
the study of Mark using ”Journey Through the Bi-
ble.” 

Adult Bible Study Class (Room 174)  will con-
clude Adam Hamilton’s book and then  return to the 
study of Genesis and other special class events until 
the end of April. 

Fellowship Class (Room 103) will continue the 
study series from the Adult Bible Studies.  For April 
and May, the series focuses on Daniel, Luke, Acts, 1 
and 2 Thessalonians, and 1 and 2 Peter.  

Aldersgate Class (Wesley Hall):  4/7 Heart 
Havens - Pat Maehr; 4/14 Faith of U S Presidents 
since World War II – David 
Holmes; 4/21 Final lesson 
from Hamilton’s Final Words 
– Carleton Casey; 4/28 This 
is My Story series - Russ 
Cowell; 5/5 – 5/19 Series 
on the “Enlightenment and 
the start of Methodism”. 

Sunday School 
Updates for Spring 

Children’s Classes 
Theme for April: 

“Balloon Fest” 

Focus on the Holy Spirit! 

Join us on June 24-28 from 9:00 am to noon for 
"Kingdom Rock:  Where Kids Stand Strong for 
God!"  VBS is open to children ages 3-years-old 
t h r o u g h  r i s i n g  6 t h 
grade.  Many adult and 
youth volunteers are needed, 
too.  

Registration forms 
are located at Con-
nection Corner.  For 
more information, 
contact Cindy Banek 
(229-1771). 

Register now 

For Vacation 

Bible School!  



 

Condolences   

Blanche Burton, mother of 
Cindy Banek 

Leo Collins 

Leland T. Ferguson 

Robyn Gohsman 

Cassie Maye’s son-in-law Tim 

Gene Myers, husband of Betty 

Pat Richardson 

Mildred Vargo, grandmother of 
Kay Barré 

Eva Wonnell 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 
of those who have passed away during the 

month of March: 

Temporary Tuesday 
Art Volunteers 

Needed at Respite 
Respite Care needs volunteers to assist another 

“Memories in the Making” (MITM) art session for 
Tuesday participants, scheduled from 12:45 p.m. -
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 9 – Tuesday, May 7.  
MITM utilizes fine arts to promote creative storytel-
ling and communication for adults with memory 
loss. 

For greatest success, each participant is as-
signed a helper during the art project.  If you are 
interested in assisting on April 9, April 16,  April 23, 
April 30 or May 7 please contact Ellen, Respite Man-
ager, (229-1771 ext 116).  An additional 1-3 volun-
teers are needed each Tuesday. 

If you have not been 
trained in the MITM pro-
gram, we can supply you 
with the written handout 
from last year’s training 
session. 

Celebrate God's  

Creation with the 

Green Committee 
 

April 21st  

In celebration of Earth Day and keeping with 
our committee goal to preserve and celebrate God's 
Creation, the Green Committee is once again spon-
soring a Plant Exchange table!  

As you prepare your own gardens bring any ex-
tra plants or bulbs to share or simply come by the 
table and take a plant or two home with you from 
our garden to yours!  (indoor or outdoor plants...all 
are welcome!) This free Plant Exchange will be on 
April 21! 

Also on April 21 and April 28, the Green Com-
mittee will be sharing another way you can con-
serve God's resources and also protect our environ-
ment. 

Celebrate and say Prayers 
of Thanks for the blessings of 
our  God and our surround-
ings!   

Caring for God's Creation 
(Green Committee) 

given in memory of Jean Yowell from 

Memorial Giving  

 Landfall Bunco Ladies 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Crawford 

given in honor of Mr. & Mrs. David Nunn from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Roger Strange 

Honorarium Giving  

“Bowl of Fruit” by Helen 
(Respite Participant) 



 

Early Childhood Music 

School Registration 

Registration is under-
way for the fall 2013 se-
mester and two 5-day 
summer sessions.  Chil-
dren, ages two months 
through six years, are 
eligible to enroll on a 
first-come-first-serve ba-
sis.  Morning, afternoon 
and evening times are 
available Monday – Thursday beginning in Septem-
ber.   Group Piano for Adults is offered, also. 

The classes in music and movement, taught by 
internationally certified instructors, include age-
appropriate experiences with singing, listening, 
moving and playing instruments.  Children’s natural 
musical instincts are nurtured in a positive environ-
ment that requires parental involvement.   

For the 10th consecutive year, Early Childhood 
Music School, a ministry of Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church, has earned international recogni-
tion by Musikgarten as “an exemplary school.” 

To learn more about ECMS or to register for 
either summer or fall classes, please contact 

Cindy Freeman, Director (229-1771 x108 or 
cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org). 

Music Ministries  
Calendar for April 

 

April 7 - Second Sunday of Easter 

Communion Sunday:  Dan Pruett (trumpet) and 
Gene Bloomwell (trumpet) will play “The Holy City” 
by Michael Maybrick. The adult choirs have the day 

off. 
 

April 14 - Third Sunday of Easter 

The adult choirs sing “Worthy Is the Lamb”  
by G. F. Handel 

 

April 21 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Youth Sunday:  Canticles of Praise will sing ”A 
Jubilant Song” by Mary Lynn Lightfoot; Bells of 
Praise will present Prelude - Chorale Prelude on 
"Hymn to Joy" arranged by Hal Hopson, Musical 
Offering - Beside Still Waters by Howard Starks, 
and Postlude - Rondeau for Organ and Bells by 
Mouret, arr. by Thompson/Callahan. The adult 

choirs have the day off. 
 

April 28 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 

The adult choirs sing “Come, Let Us Sing Unto the 
Lord” by Michael Keller, accompanied by the  

Williamsburg Ringers; Sine Nomine Ringers will 
present “Toccata” by Paul A. McKlveen 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
 

Our next Silver Saints luncheon is Wednesday 
April 10 at noon at WindsorMeade. Please sign up 
by April 5 by calling Art or Loretta Heezen (565-

2518).  The cost of the meal 
is $11.00.  Please bring cash 
or a check written to 
"WindsorMeade".   

New members are always 
welcome! 

Church Pictorial  

Directory 
Photography sessions are still underway for the 

first two weeks of April.  You may still make an ap-
pointment by going to the church website, 

www.williamsburgumc.org, and 
clicking on “Church Picture Sign-
Up,” and then clicking on the Life-
Touch picture.   

New photography day just 
added:  Tuesday, April 16 

from 1:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

April is “Keep America Beautiful Month” and in her book, Green Church, Rebekah Simon-Peter issues a 
challenge to each of us to consider our role in the care of creation.  What can we do and how can we help 
save the earth for future generations?  Citing Scripture and science Simon-Peter answers these questions 
with personal stories of sabbath, gardening, recycling, camping and the power of faith.   

While acknowledging the green movement’s role in raising our consciousness to the wonders of creation 
and our need to care for it as a step in the right direction, J. Ellsworth Kalas wants us to go further.  Rather 
than just seeing and being grateful for the wonders of nature, in All Creation Sings Kalas urges us to look 
beyond its beauty and discover the lessons about life and God that nature would teach us. “When nature 
sings,” Kalas tells us, “(as it does every moment) its melody draws us to God, if only we listen with our whole 
being.” These are just two of the inspiring and instructive resources you’ll find on display in our library this 
month. 

Books on the environment are the focus for our children as well.  Take a 
peek in A House Is A House For Me,  discover what’s in Agatha’s Feather 

Bed,  check out The Curious Garden and learn how Earth Day Is Every 
Day and Where Does Garbage Go?  

  

“Books are the bees which carry the quickening pollen  
from one to another mind.”   

--James Russell Lowell 

Library News 

Coming 

Soon . . . 
Join us April 26 at 7:30 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall for an 
evening of entertainment as we 

sing along with former pastor Kirk Mariner.  Kirk’s 
musical talents will be showcased as we enjoy fa-
vorite Sing Along Songs. 

Required tickets will be free 
and can be picked up at the 
Crossroads Table beginning April 
7. Donations to Leonarda's Home 
of Hope will be accepted at the 
event and will be used toward 
the completion of the new home 
for the orphans of Limón, Hon-
duras. 

Join us May 18 from 10:00 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m. at the Two Rivers 
Country Club (1400 Two Rivers 
Road Williamsburg, VA 23185) in 
the Governors' Land Community for 
a Women’s Retreat.  The theme of 
the retreat will be:  "Coming Closer 
to God in Mind, Body and Spirit".  
The cost is $50.00 including lunch.   

For more information, contact 
Jeanne Forrest (503-3550) or Mary 
L. Brett Wright (206-9182). 

Women's 

Retreat 



 

Thank You From . . . 
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Celebrating Our Friend and Mentor 

Reverend Marvin Willard  
 

Easter Sunday marks the church year anniversary of Reverend Marvin Willard’s death 
on April 8, 2012.  The Bible Study Sunday School class is celebrating his years in our midst 
by renaming our class the Marvin Willard Bible Study Class.  Those who knew Marvin can 
share in our recollection of his contributions to Williamsburg United Methodist Church as 
scholar, teacher, benefactor, dramatist and source of inspiration.  His energy and continual 
search for knowledge brought joy and meaning to those who called 
him “friend”. 

To honor his memory the class has underwritten the materials 
and labor to build the altar table, pulpit, lectern, kneeler, communion 
rail and pews in the Indigenous People’s Methodist Church of Sierra 
Madre.  The church is currently under construction in the village of 
Talbek, Philippines.  A plaque of commemoration will hang in the 
completed church as a tribute to Marvin’s generosity and his support 
of Albert & Shirley Kalaskas, our church’s missionaries in the Philip-
pines. 


